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Abstract

This doctoral dissertation was conducted with four primary objectives: (1) to
investigate the current state of Buddhist school administration based on Buddhist
principles in Thai temples across the United States; (2) to develop a model for
administrating Buddhist schools grounded in Buddhist philosophy; (3) to implement
the developed model; and (4) to evaluate its applicability and effectiveness. Employing
a mixed-methods research design, the study integrated both quantitative and
qualitative methodologies. Quantitative data were collected via structured
questionnaires administered to 55 participants comprising monks and laypersons.
Qualitative data were gathered through in-depth interviews with 24 key informants.
Thematic content analysis was employed for data interpretation, followed by the
construction of a conceptual model, which was validated for content validity (CVI) by
five subject-matter experts.

The developed model was pilot-tested with 30 individuals, and a
subsequent evaluation was conducted through expert panel discussions with 10
experienced professionals. Descriptive statistics - including percentage, mean, and
standard deviation - were utilized in the quantitative phase, while qualitative insights
were analyzed through content analysis.

Result of the study were found that:

1. The overall current state of Buddhist school administration was rated at
a high level across all four dimensions of the 4Ms theory - Material, Money, Man, and

Management - with material resources scoring the highest.



2. The developed administrative model integrated key components: guiding
principles, objectives, system mechanisms, operational procedures, assessment
methods, success conditions, and the integration of the Threefold Training (Sila,
Samadhi, and Panfa) as its philosophical foundation.

3. The pilot implementation yielded strong positive results, with the highest
effectiveness observed in evaluation strategies, followed by clearly defined objectives,
practical implementation procedures, and the congruence of principles and systemic
structures.

4. The model evaluation indicated high levels of appropriateness and
feasibility, confirming its relevance and potential for adoption within the context of

Thai Buddhist temples in diaspora communities.
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“D. P. Forcese and S. Richer, Social Research Methods, (Englewood  Cliffs,
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1973), p. 5.

“R.H. Smith and others, Management: Making Organization Perform, (New York:
Macmillan, 1980), p. 3.
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Handbooky, (Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1988), pp. 561-565.
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““Keeves, P.J., P.J., Education Research, Methodology, and Measurement, Printed
and bound in Great Britain by Cambridge University Press, (Cambridge: UK, 1997), p. 557.
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New Jersey: Pearson Education, 1992), p. 22.
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Environment, 6" ed., (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1994), p. 6.

“Ernest Dale, Management Theory and Practice, (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
1973), p. 4.
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