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Abstract

The research entitled “The Dynamics of Kathina Merit-Making Tradition of
Phu Thai People in Bunglert Subdistrict, Moei Wadi District, Roi Et Province” consists
of three objectives: 1) to study the Kathina merit-making tradition in Buddhism; 2) to
study the Kathina merit-making tradition of Phu Thai people in Bunglert subdistrict,
Moei Wadi district, Roi Et province; and 3) to study the dynamics of Kathina merit-
making tradition of Phu Thai people in Bunglert subdistrict, Moei Wadi district, Roi Et
province. This is qualitative research by studying the documents and field studies

through an interview. The data result is presented in descriptive analysis.

The results of the research show that Kathina or Robe Offering merit-
making tradition in Buddhism is timely giving merit because it can only be done for a
limited period of one month following the Buddhist Lent, and each temple can
accept Kathina only once a year. The purpose of the Kathina merit-making tradition
is for laypeople to find new clothes to make robes for monks. The recipient monks
are those who observe the Vinaya rules strictly and have high morality. Buddhists
consider Kathina a grand merit-making ceremony. There are two types of Kathina
which are Cula Kathina and Maha Kathina. Any layperson who would like to sponsor
the Kathina ceremony, they must reserve it in advance. The ceremony consists of
organizing Kathina requisites, taking the Kathina to the temple, offering the Kathina,

and making the Kathina cloth.

The Kathina merit-making tradition of Phu Thai people in Bunglert
subdistrict, Moei Wadi district, Roi Et province is classified into two parts, namely: 1)
In the past, Phu Thai people usually did the Cula Kathina, that is, the quick Kathina

or what the local people called "Kathina Laen (quick)" in which the making of the



Kathina cloth must be completed within one day to offer on the following day. This
required unity of the local people and the monks together; and 2) The Kathina
merit-making ceremony at present is the merit-making based on the donation of
sponsors, in which the Kathina requisites are through buying from stores rather than
doing by themselves, as well as the amount of the money that will be offered to the

monks.

From studying the dynamics of Kathina merit-making tradition of Phu Thai
people in Bunglert subdistrict, Moei Wadi district, Roi Et province, it is found that at
present, Phu Thai people do not usually do the Cula Kathina like in the past but
rather focus on the merit-making having the main sponsors. The Kathina merit-
making behavior of the local people has changed from being a co-host to being only
a participant of the ceremony, resulting in the decreased role of the community
participation in the Kathina making-merit ceremony. It is also found that there are
seven aspects for the dynamics of Kathina merit-making tradition of Phu Thai people
in Bunglert subdistrict, which are: Economic dynamics, Social dynamics, Cultural
dynamics, Environmental dynamics, Material dynamics, Time dynamics, and the

Technology dynamics.
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